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May to August 2007 (Volume 17) 


May 2007 - (Volume 17) 


Sepv’07 and the end of what has been documented as the wettest year since records began. It 
has put the ‘mockers’ ea oo ee 
oS we had a great time in Devon, 
Scotland and The Medway Valley. All short breaks but each one memorable in its own way. 


We always deliver our food to clients and Lyany and I then enjoy the area we find ourselves in. 
We have had magic walks along the South Bank on ‘syrupy’ nights and seen some reallly great 
theatre productions in town, ranging from “meal deals’ at The Menier Chocolate Factory’ to 
Carmen Jones at the newly refurbished Festival Hall. 


In 1997 I started a scrapbook-style book of notes, press-cuttings and general ‘out-takes” which I 
laughingly called ARISENGS BY RALPAT This Ge aoe 0 taghte fet voruae and’ lan gube te 
incorporate future idiosyncrasies into this PHOTO HISTORY from now on. It seems a natural 
medium to enjoy the ‘sillier’ and sometimes poignant extracts from life as they occur. 


Sept '07....Prior to leaving the house Lynn 
checked her appearance in the mirror remarking 
“I do hope my glasses aren't dirty, I can't see" 


Update......What’s new????? 


Lynn is prettier than ever and has developed a ee ee and I don’t 
mean she is now a typical blonde... - etal: ae gh Yogi ane really enjoy one another's 
company (and yes that includes bickering and bitching at one another = but life ain’t never dull) 


Ce ee ee a ae misses Dad but has friends and 
busies herself reading, with trips to the library. ee 
friends and goes out to Isgara, the Finchley restaurant with her friends 
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where they are welcomed as long-time ‘regulars’. TV fills the extra time and we speak every day 
without fail, going out at least once a week together. 
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a ee ee Obviously 
we do and the kids are also great iim keeping in touch 


They ve Bee mani Us coum nd ae BN ‘fibrary’ y-sirtall Uhh deeatteepailtbs 


a popular tly 
qeeiyeuk Vary taeda ead tity sere well eohibaed Mele. Beau Phineas is very much a boy and 
ee ale ae a established a personality 
and will not be ignored. They are delightful kids and we love to see them at every opportunity 
(even if, due to their travels, it is not regular) 


Ben and Tammy are very happy and the boys are growing into really nice young men. They are 
both individuals and developing great ‘ 
Larnie is still a lovely kid but with her active school and social life we are wnable to see her as 
much as we used to...but that is as it should be. She is getting on really well at school and her 
ee. y old reports") 

really walla work tl consanty travels to Holland a from ve to tne travels 


is doing 
the US res Foy possible). He is being “head-hunted’ at present and we await the 
outcome with great interest. 


Tammy is an admitted ‘chilli freak’ Se ae 
ere tie where she was iin heaven by all accounts. A passion not 
or myself I hasten to add. 


And they have finally succumbed and bought a bundle of golden fur wavelling wader the name 

of Lubbus. = a pedigree Golden Retriever. Aged 9 % weks it joined the Hur household in late 

August and is really a full time job...went head first into the pond last week (just saved by the 

se a a a a 
t he 


imecnaeaae Well on with Volume 17 and the photos,’Musings’ and text will speak for 
ee ric as aes ee not bored and find it 


interesting. Perhaps you can add something to it and when I have gone perhaps you can 
continue it...that would be my greatest wish...................018 
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June’07 


Maryanne and oe ee 
forward to a great day out, however overall, we alll agreed, it was a great disappointment. 


There was a feeling of ‘past it’s sell-by date’ about the whole atmosphere and one got the 
ivapression that be ti pint apa ba Se 
Trouble is that the Royal Enclosure seemed populated by freeloaders on and 
were actually just mere commoners, ie mortals like us.. (Ge Gate pasadiced veers Wel vou 


i de ee ee a 


and struggling to have an “ch so ” picnic wader giving 

of on the high seas. Marks and *s half lobsters in plastic-moulded 
trays made to fit and Tesco’s wine drunk out of plastic flutes toppling over if 
you as much as brea’ eh them. These picnics left owners went to see 


When you got to the stand (ierrace?? - sp al gh arc ecg sara hp alter 
harrow concrete plinth about three inches above the row in front which in principal might have 
i eee 


feathers of some exotic head piece sported by an overweight female showing rather too 
auch Cleavage 


Attempting to find if there was anywhere better to view the proce sniffily 
escorted out of the ‘Forbidden Area’ as we Weeks bok scare he conect bea cade So we went 
for a meal. A sorry catering offering was made. It is Se ee 
prices that bore no recognition to the fact that this year Champagne prices had plummeted 
downwards or plastic jugs of Pimens dikated in mnasses of lemonade and in case the profit mark- 
up might dip to 100% lets put in loads of ice to further dilute it. Yes the crowd was beginning to 
sway. Possibly that is why they did not protest about fish and chips on cardboard plates with 
Se ee ee 
was nowhere to be seen. I ama sure we were hot the only ones that found the whole thing a bit 
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AJ SPEECHLEY 
ROYAL ASCOT 21/06/2007 RACE 4 


21: SHMOOQKH @ 11/1 
£10.00 Win 


PLEASE CHECK YOUR TICKET 


300563 


75660236395922 


ROYAL ASCOT 
Thursday 21st June 2007 
Gates open at 10:30am 


BOX: 314 


Please note that tickets purchased from an unauthorised source 
(e.g. ticket touts), through online auction sites (e.g. Ebay) or as part of 
an unauthorised package will be rendered void and will not allow 
access into the Racecourse. Box tickets presented without a box badge 
will only allow access into the General Admission areas. 
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He wes great at walking sedately around but not so good at actually racing..... 
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FESTIVAL OPERA 


Founded in 1934 by Audrey and John Christie 


19 May — 26 August 2007 
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cee WIS 


Tr seems like we spent 2007 at the Society events but we have always wanted to visit Glyndebourne 
end wien Maryanne and Peter esked us to join them we were delighted. 


We had tea at a pretty tea shop in the neighbouring village and then went on to Glyndebourne itself 
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The grounds were extremely pretty ad everyone was evening suits and the ladies were 
attractively attired, The sc had tral arganised ini j 
The English equivalent of ie German towel reserving 

However they hed not organised the weather ond we were much better off making «last-minute 
reservation in the barn-restaurant where an excellent buffet meal wes very professionally executed. 


We walked the grounds and enjoyed the 
history of Glyedabeuren with its preseread eriginel reais conglate with organ end grated 
portraits etc 
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The production of Macbeth wes a very controversial one and did not conform with the staid 
opera that I had expected. 


Z acta aie 
WIVngebourne 
« 
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The Airport Lounger 


Croissants and money-changing 

Ever-changing screens list exotic locations 
Sprawled-out sleepers with back-pack pillows 

Toilet mirrors reflect sleepy faces shaving 

A parallel world of cleaners intermingle 

Through snaking boulevards of trolleys 

Ants inch towards painted smiles 

Repeated mantras aged meaningless by endless repetition 
Brightly illuminated shops seduce loose coinage from time-surplus 
punters 

Valuables hastily emptied into scanned plastic boxes 
Safely stored tickets frantically sought in confusion 
Excise cameras spy the mock nonchalant striding 
Paradise images line pre-fabricated walkways 

More miniature lounges echo the former 

With flickering screens seemingly frozen in time 
Broadcast commands provoke immediate response 
From faceless moles tunnelling again as required 
Towards that cold blast of air heralding final entry 
Stowing of bags into already-filled lockers 

A shoe-horned manoeuvre into wrongly sized seating 
Mock-smiling check that belts are secured 

And the non-listening ritual of safety procedures 


Unexpectedly as Lynn and I were driving in town Lynn noticed guards on parade in Fiyde Park. 
We quickly parked clese to the park end almost immediately we saw the car approaching 


Tt turned into the park right next to us and Her Majesty alighted with a very few onlookers 
present. She climbed onto a small dais and the band played a beautiful sequence of music. 
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We met Martin and Maxine in Slesgow in July and stayed the first night in the City centre and did a 
Mar'tin-inspired walkebout totally enjoying ourselves in a relaxed and casual way that has become so much 
@ part of our long-standing relationship. 


‘ a 
ai 


el 
y 
O00 A 


\ , 
> 


| ; 


GLASGOW 
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No Maxine, T am sure it is the rider's foortlll! 
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Some different Slesgow shots... 


The changes since we were lest here are fabulous.....it is a vibrant city now with lots to enjoy.. 
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No....£ don't think the re-cycling wes that selective really 
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We celebrated our 43"? wedding anniversary together in a really great restaurant in Glasgow. 
A wonderful meal with wonderful friends. 


LOVE If... LOVE 18... 
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BOURBON . | * 


well. .dnree anyway. .__ 
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I find that I have taken loads of shots in Scotland so I will do a |‘Why, just cos it's there"| 
book of images from there rather than fill the "Photo History’ with these shots.... T will 


include just the favourite ones with people on it for this volume. 


, er 
i think Il perch on that hat now. o 
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(The silly Seagull) 
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| think Martin and | had our cameras stuck to our faces for the whole time. 


The scenery was spectacular and often it was so special that you knew the photos would not do 
the actual scene justice..not that that stopped us however...... 
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On the Sir Walter Scott 
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July'07..The kids enjoying the fountain in Russell Square 
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Coffee with Tammy, Ben, Larnie and Omi at Southgate...August ‘07 
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Boat building under the bridge at Richmond 
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